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Question 1:  Literary Theme of Family Love
In her novel, Katherine Dunn depicts the theme of family love. Olympia, the narrator, describes her childhood life with nostalgia. Despite the biological changes that her parents had subjected to her siblings and her, they were all bound by family love. They would make fun of their morphological differences and tell their father to narrate about how he developed the idea of their appearance. Arty would sit on the father’s lap while Chick would be on Lily’s lap as they waited to hear the story. After getting the story, the children would smile and hug him. He would grin and send the twins to get him a pot of cocoa while Olympia goes for a bag of popcorns (Dunn 21). Such instances indicate a family bound by love; they appreciate their uniqueness and even joke about it with their father.
While there were times that the siblings got against each other, they would solve their issues and focus on helping each other practice their bizarre skills. For instance, after deciding to keep the baby with telekinetic abilities, they were all anxious to see her grow and practice her unique skills. At one point, Arty was angry that they had to keep new babies. When Olympia objected, he tried to destroy her mood by indicating that their father kept her to appease her mother’s low spirit after losing Leona, whom they had all been excited about. Instead, Olympia barely felt sad but was happy that Arty was talking to her again after being sullen and cranky for a long time (Dunn 95). It demonstrates the kind of concern they had for each other.
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